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May 27, 2010

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Women’s Resource Center refurbishing appliances

There is a new source for refurbished large appliances in Tillamook County – one that benefits a local nonprofit.

The Wild Flower Thrift Boutique, which is operated for the benefit of Tillamook County Women’s Resource Center, is now accepting donations of used appliances, such as stoves and refrigerators, and is refurbishing them for resale.

According to Women’s Resource Center Executive Director Kathleen Marvin, the new service is part of a regional initiative among a number of nonprofits to find a more efficient way to work together recycling used items while also providing job training for people re-entering the workforce.

In Tillamook, the initiative is focusing on large appliances. Recently, the Women’s Resource Center hired Mike Haynes as its appliance service technician.

Haynes, who in the past had worked in logging, construction and as a handyman, was brought aboard early this spring and was sent to a training program in Lane County operated by St. Vincent de Paul to learn how to repair appliances.

“I’ve always worked with my hands,” said Haynes. “I started stopping by the Wild Flower to visit with friends and, before I knew it, I was helping out. Now I am really part of the operation. It’s a great place to be.”

Wild Flower Manager Melissa Finnell said she had long wanted to offer used appliances to her customers, but had no one on staff to recondition them. Bringing Haynes on board solved that problem. 

“This means we can now accept donations of used refrigerators, stoves, washers, dryers and dishwashers,” said Marvin. “We’ll be able to repair them and offer them to our customers at prices well below retail.”

In addition, Finnell said the Wild Flower now has a truck and can pick up larger items by appointment.

Marvin said the Women’s Resource Center is collaborating with a number of nonprofits in Clatsop and Columbia counties. Each will be focusing on a particular type of product to refurbish – such as small appliances or furniture. Items that can’t be repaired in one location could then be shipped to another.

“Right now, there are three thrift stores like ours in the region that have huge garbage bills because we can’t repair or repurpose everything we receive,” explained Finnell. “This will reduce that problem and also make sure more things can be used. Plus, it will help provide job training.”

Marvin explained that the Women’s Resource Center receives funding from the Oregon Department of Human Resources to provide job training and work experience to individuals who want to re-enter the workforce. These individuals are given work experience at the Wild Flower.

“DHS is extremely excited about this new collaboration,” Marvin noted. “This kind of regional effort means that more people can receive job training in such things as marketing, appliance repair, recycling, truck driving and shipping and receiving. These are all highly marketable skills. We operate as a business, so they receive real-world business experience.”

Marvin noted that the goods received and processed by the Wild Flower are sold to help support the operations of the Women’s Resource Center and its domestic violence shelter. In addition, many of the items are given away to clients and to low-income individuals referred to them by local social service agencies.

“The bottom line is, donations to the Wild Flower stay in our community and they help a great many people,” said Marvin. “We are so pleased that we can keep expanding for the benefit of families in Tillamook County.”

The Wild Flower is open Monday through Friday from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. and Saturdays from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Donations are accepted at any time during business hours. The Wild Flower is at 114 Main Ave. in Tillamook, phone (503) 842-2996.

The Tillamook County Women's Resource Center is a nonprofit organization of both paid staff and volunteers working to create a community free from domestic and sexual violence. To contact the center, phone (503) 842-9486 or 1-800-922-1679 or go online to www.tcwrc.net.
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