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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Women’s shelter gets gift of handmade pillowcases
TILLAMOOK – Can a pillowcase make a difference in a person’s life? Barbara Lewis hopes so. That’s why she just donated 177 of them to Tillamook County Women’s Resource Center.

It’s part of a nationwide challenge published in American Patchwork & Quilting magazine. The goal is to make a difference in American communities with a million pillowcases donated to local charities.

Lewis, who owns BJ’s Fabrics & Quilts in Cloverdale, read about it and got to work.

 “A pillowcase can provide comfort for a cancer patient, hope for a foster child, encouragement for a battered woman, or beauty for a nursing home patient,” the magazine article said.

Lewis said she immediately thought of the Women’s Resource Center shelter for domestic violence survivors and their children – Casa Pacifica. She and a bunch of her customers responded. Then on Nov. 8, she and Kathy Trent, who work at BJ’s, drove to Tillamook and presented 177 pillowcases to Women’s Resource Center Executive Director Kathleen Marvin.

“There are still some more being made,” Lewis said.

“I’ve had the center in the back of my head since I heard about a local (victim),” she explained. “I was inspired by her case.”

Since February, Lewis has been asking customers at her shop on U.S. Hwy. 101 to make pillowcases out of fabric she donates to the project and send them back to her. 

“We get visited by quite a number of tourists,” Lewis said. “One woman from California asked some of her friends there to make pillowcases from fabric in their own stashes and send them to us. The other day, a pillowcase arrived in a package from another customer in Washington, D.C.”  

According to Lewis, members of the Tuesday Stitchers at the Kiawanda Community Center in Pacific City have also been making pillowcases and getting them to her.

Lewis said the colorful pillowcases are all made of 100 percent cotton fabric.

“We have quite a few children’s pillowcases,” she added. “We’d like to see some of them filled with toys at Christmas.”

The Tillamook County Women's Resource Center is a nonprofit organization of both paid staff and volunteers working to create a community free from domestic and sexual violence. To contact the center, phone (503) 842-9486 or 1-800-922-1679 or go online to www.tcwrc.net.
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Barbara Lewis, left, displays one of 177 donated pillowcases for Women’s Resouce Center Executive Director Kathleen Marvin, as Kathy Trent looks on. 
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