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April 28, 2010

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Nestucca students study dating violence

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1CLOVERDALE – The students wrote poems, songs and raps. They designed magazine ads and posters. They researched and wrote papers. 

It sounds like a fairly typical high school research project. But the topic – dating violence – wasn’t typical at all.

The students – boys and girls in Susan Lenzi’s junior Wellness; Teen Issues class at Nestucca High School – had some exposure to domestic violence issues earlier in the school year when they viewed the film, “The Burning Bed.” Then came the assignment to research and report on dating violence.

Lenzi, who has taught health and physical education at Nestucca High for 35 years, said the project was partly inspired by a billboard showing the effects of domestic violence on women in Tillamook County that had been placed on U.S. Hwy. 101 in Hebo by the Tillamook County Women’s Resource Center. The billboard’s message reports the results of a survey conducted last year by the center that revealed one in three women in the county have been affected by domestic violence during their lives.

“Some of the kids already knew something about dating violence,” Lenzi said. “There had been a couple of incidents here in years past and they had heard about problems encountered at other schools by two students who had transferred here. We have educated our students on this topic for many years, having local former victims speak to make the message real to our students.”

Lenzi said her students approached the problem from different perspectives.

“For instance,” she explained, “one student wrote from the viewpoint of a friend of a victim who was not responding to her problem.”

Following is an excerpt from that student’s poem, entitled “Bruised Beauty:”

“ … His words cut like a dagger,

I can tell by the look

That spreads across your face

His words are lies,

All he does is constantly criticize,

Another blow to the face,

What he’s doing to you

Is such a disgrace,

But you’ll make up excuses,

Another trip up the stairs,

I wish you could see how

Much everyone really cares …”

Another student wrote from the perspective of a victim who was just beginning to come to grips with the problem.

“The hope was that the boys would take a protective stance,” Lenzi added. “I’m a real believer in teens helping other teens to recognize negative behaviors and together seek help.” 

After the students presented their work in February, the displays went up on a wall in the school’s second floor corridor where they remain for all students and members of the public to see.

“We’ve had many positive reactions,” Lenzi said of the display recently. “We hope it starts some discussions.” 

The Tillamook County Women's Crisis Center is a nonprofit organization of both paid staff and volunteers working to create a community free from domestic and sexual violence. To contact the center, phone (503) 842-9486 or 1-800-922-1679, email tcwrc2@oregoncoast.com or go online to www.tcwccsafe.org.
Captions:

Nestucca High School teacher Sue Lenzi reviews a display of student research projects on teen dating.

A poster portrays the cycle of violence.

A billboard on U.S. Hwy. 101 in Hebo reports that one in three Tillamook County women have been affected by domestic violence.
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