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July 1, 2009

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Study reveals that 34% of Tillamook County women have experienced domestic abuse

TILLAMOOK – More than one-third of all women – 34 percent – in Tillamook County have experienced some form of domestic abuse.

That is one of the startling findings of a countywide domestic violence survey just completed by a Portland-based research firm on behalf of the Tillamook County Women’s Resource Center.

According to Kathleen Marvin, executive director of TCWRC, the 34 percent rate is higher than the 29 percent national figure cited in a 1998 survey conducted by the U.S. Department of Justice and a statewide 2004 survey that found that 31 percent of Oregon women had experienced some type of violent victimization.

Among the other findings of the Tillamook County telephone survey were the following:

· In the past five years, 37 percent of county residents state that a family member has experienced domestic violence, with 30 percent of those incidents taking place in Tillamook County. 

· 50 percent of respondents said they know someone who is not a family member who has experienced domestic violence.

· Statistically, a minimum of 11 percent of the county’s households – or 1,145 total households – have directly experienced domestic violence.

· Of those individuals who have personally experienced domestic violence, a full 25 percent took no action to get help or escape the situation.

“While these figures are startling, they reflect our experience in working with families here in the county,” remarked Marvin. 

She said the Women’s Resource Center commissioned the survey with support from a grant received from the U.S. Department of Justice Office on Violence Against Women. The information gathered will help the center craft a major countywide public education project that will extend to September of 2010. 

 “What we hope to achieve with this survey and with our public education campaign,” Marvin explained, “is to help people understand the true nature of domestic violence, that it profoundly effects all of us in one way or another and that we can make choices, either in our own lives or by helping others, that can reduce this problem in our community.”

Marvin said there is some good news revealed in the survey. A huge majority of respondents – 87 percent – believe that domestic violence is an important issue in the county, 92 percent agree that it is NOT the woman’s fault, and 88 percent believe the issue of domestic violence should NOT be confined to the family: It should be discussed openly in public.

“What a great message that sends,” Marvin remarked. “It is wonderful that so many people consider this an important issue. It means we have a real opportunity to reach out to the community, discuss this issue and potentially help change people’s behavior.”

Representatives of other local agencies that deal with domestic violence issues agreed that the survey’s results ring true.

Tillamook County Sheriff Todd Anderson said he believes the 34 percent figure is accurate.

“Not all domestic violence includes behavior that is subject to criminal charges,” he explained. “But we respond to a lot of calls involving verbal abuse. A very large percentage of all our calls are domestic in nature. And these are just the reported cases. We know that a huge percentage of cases go totally unreported.”

Anderson said his department considers domestic violence a serious issue.

“Our officers have specifically trained to do more thorough investigations into these cases and to increase the percentage of them that go to court. Our goal is to achieve justice for the victims.”

“I’m not surprised by the (34 percent) figure,” remarked District Attorney Bill Porter, who noted that the court system only sees cases that have risen to the level of criminal violence. He said such cases represent a relatively small proportion of the types of unacceptable behavior that fall within the definition of domestic violence.

Sandy Kephart, operations manager of the Self-Sufficiency Unit of Oregon Department of Human Services office in Tillamook, said she is not surprised by the 34 percent figure, either.

“That seems accurate,” she said. “We don’t see all the cases of domestic abuse in the county, obviously, because we only see women who have come to us for services. But we have seen an increase in the numbers of women coming to us for help in escaping abusive situations. And, in almost all cases, the abuse centers around the issues of power and control, with the man using abuse to assert his power.”

Marvin said the Women’s Resource Center will be holding a series of quarterly forums about domestic violence and ways to reduce it. One such program – entitled “In Her Shoes” – is scheduled for Tuesday, July 28, at the main branch of Tillamook County Library in Tillamook. The free program is an interactive simulation to help people experience what domestic violence victims go through and the obstacles they may face in trying to leave their abusive situations. There will be two sessions to choose from, from 1 to 3 p.m. and from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. Because space is limited for each session, reservations are requested. Call (503) 842-8294.

The Tillamook County domestic violence survey was conducted by Pulse Research of Portland, which has conducted more than 4,000 public opinion surveys for clients in all 50 states and five Canadian provinces since 1985.

Pulse Research dialed nearly 8,200 telephone numbers and conducted a total of 400 interviews for the survey. All the county’s ZIP codes were represented proportionally to their respective populations. According to the company, the results are accurate within a margin of plus or minus 4.8 percent.

To contact Tillamook County Women’s Resource Center, phone (503) 842-9486 or 1-800-922-1679, email tcwrc2@oregoncoast.com or go online to www.tcwccsafe.org.
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